
JACKSONVILLE AREA MUSEUM BOARD MEETING 

(HERITAGE CULTURAL CENTER) 

January 5, 2023 

The January board meeting was held at the Jacksonville Area Museum (Old Post Office) with a 
teleconferencing option available. The meeting was called to order at 5:15 p.m. by Allan Worrell, 
Chairman.  Those present included David Blanchette, Chad Boehlke, John Clancy, Diane 
Hollendonner, Nick Little, Jo Ann Nelson, James Pisell, and Allan Worrell (by phone).  Absent 
were Patsy Erickson (Emeritus), Rebecca Houston, Kyla Hurt, Laura Marks, Brittany Henry (Ex-
Officio), and Judy Tighe (Ex-Officio).   Also present were Manager McKenna Servis and 
Consultant Steve Varble.  

The minutes of the December 1, 2022, board meeting were approved distributed. 

Laura Marks had emailed copies of the treasurer’s report for distribution. The checking account 
balance was $36,401.86 at the end of December.  Expenses included monthly bills (George Alarm, 
I3Broadband, and garbage pickup), $230.80 to Faith Printing for Nov. 16 invitations and business 
cards, $521.24 to Gaylord for preservation supplies, $350.42 to Steve Varble for LEGO exhibit, 
and $6,955.87 to City of Jacksonville for manager’s salary.  Income included a $1000.00 donation 
from the disbanded Jacksonville Sports Hall of Fame and $7,234.00 in donations and 
memberships.  

Laura also had compiled a summary of visitor and donation totals by month and day of the week 
in the past year, showing 2178 visitors and $6,356.00 in donations since opening in September 
2021.    

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Administrative:  It was voted to hold board meetings for 2023 at 5:15 p.m.on the first Thursday 
of each  month.  Chairman Worrell announced that Greg Olson had resigned from the board as of 
January 5 and that the name of Lisa Hall had been submitted to the mayor/city council for approval 
to replace him. 

Committee assignments for the coming year are as follows: 

Membership:  Laura Marks (Ch.), Diane Hollendonner, John Clancy. 

Exhibits:  Nick Little (Ch.), Steve Varble, Rebecca Houston, Kyla Hurt, Lisa Hall. 

Acquisitions:  David Blanchette (Ch.), Kyla Hurt, Nick Little, Diane Hollendonner. 

Events:  Jo Ann Nelson (Ch.), Chad Boehlke, Lisa Hall. 

Building/Grounds:  Jim Pisell (Ch.), Chad Boehlke. 

Phase II Oversight:  David Blanchette (Ch.), Nick Little, Joy Becker, Steve Varble (consultant). 

Volunteers:  McKenna Servis, Allan Worrell. 



Collections:  Chad Boehlke (Ch.), Jim Pisell, McKenna Servis. 

Dave Blanchette talked to Benton & Associates and they will submit a proposal for the entire Phase 
II project.  The study will be funded by the JAM Foundation. 

There are currently no museum use requests, but one will probably be forthcoming for the 
MacMurray Homecoming. 

In her report, manager McKenna Servis announced that Jenny Barker-Devine from Illinois College 
has two students available for hands-on work in Archival Methods, about 10 hours of work each 
over the spring semester.  They may be assessing the Greene Vardiman Black collection, preparing 
a plan of action for appropriate storage, developing a budget, and assisting with processing items.  
Lisa Hall’s AP English class is working on a digital exhibit of Routt High School to attach to both 
the Routt and museum websites once they learn how to use WordPress.  The January work week 
resulted in real progress sorting and storing clothing/textile items and emptying/rearranging the 
big photo ID wall. 

There were several comments from visitors to the LEGO exhibit about lack of signage on the 
outside of the museum.  The museum sign out front still hasn’t been installed; Allan suggested 
asking Rebecca Houston about the new signs at Illinois College to see if she could suggest a 
company. 

Exhibits:  The LEGO exhibit generated a large number of visitors in December.  It was a nice 
contrast to the Capps exhibit, which drew more adult visitors, so more ideas for “child-friendly” 
exhibits are needed.  The Dominican Sisters have started filming a video and writing text for photos 
for their exhibit.  Steve is planning to set this exhibit up in the area between the two restrooms and 
include Springfield media in advertising it. 

Fundraising:  The Jacksonville Children’s Foundation awarded a $14,450.00 grant to the museum 
for a ferris wheel seat, a rug for children’s programs, museum stickers, and a photo station outside.  
The check presentation is scheduled for January 23, and Dave Blanchette will accept it. The JAM 
Foundation Board has received approximately $200,000 in donations and pledges to kick off the 
Phase II fundraiser.  Membership solicitations to local businesses will be made later in the year so 
as to not conflict with the Foundation fundraising. 

Collections:  The Morgan County Commissioners have agreed to allow the museum to display the 
county’s collection of Lincoln legal papers, once arrangements for security are finalized.  Dave 
Blanchette will handle the publicity.  Steve Varble and Greg Olson are working with the county 
commissioners on kick-off activities for the county bicentennial at the end of January. 

Promotion:  Steve Varble reported that podcasts have gained 432 listeners. The Carnation/Tom 
Schierl podcast is still ranked #1 in listeners with 65, followed by Judge J. David Bone (62), the 
Capps exhibit (48), and Mark McDonald (47).  The interview with Ed Wright should be loaded 
soon.  A December Facebook post of a photo of a downtown Christmas celebration received over 
16,000 views followed by over 9,000 views for the Hogwarts Castle LEGO exhibit post – both 
exceptionally good results.  Varble noted that the Facebook posts and Instagram are reaching 
people who reside outside the community but are very faithful to their Jacksonville roots.  He 
informed the board that Faith Printing is going out of business due to the death of the owner and 



the museum will need to use Production XPress in the future.  He renewed his request for an 
advertising/marketing budget to plan for ongoing promotions in area and regional media. 

OLD BUSINESS:  Jim Pisell is going to check with the alarm company about some recent error 
codes.  Several names were mentioned as possible future board members. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Nick Little displayed the new downtown Jacksonville book.  The museum 
will have a copy on display and refer purchasers to the local businesses that will have the books 
for sale. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None. 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 2, 5:15 p.m., at 

the Jacksonville Area Museum, 301 E. State Street.  Social distancing 

rules will be observed and call-in option is available upon request. 

With no further business or announcements to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Diane Hollendonner, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


